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Were you aware that Web 2 has arrived?
You can learn all about it at http://www.
oreillynet.com, but if you're in a hurry, this
sets out the differences:
Web 1.0 Web 2.0
DoubleClick Google AdSense
Ofoto Flickr
Akamai BitTorrent
mp3.com Napster
Britannica Online Wikipedia
personal websites blogging
evite upcoming.org and EVDB
domain name search engine 
speculation optimisation
page views cost per click
screen scraping web services
publishing participation
content management wikis
systems
directories tagging 
(taxonomy) ("folksonomy")
stickiness syndication
Actually, probably Web3 is almost upon
us, both nomadic and robotic.
And have you kept up with the new
teaching methods, such as the University
of Michigan is working on with the Geo-
Pocket project, equipment funded by HP?  
Students in Global Change I and Extreme
Weather courses use GeoPocket wireless
handhelds (GeoPads in the field) to
respond to the professor’s queries, manip-
ulate data and explore maps, diagrams
and photos, all while class is going on.
“The teaching tool is ideal for students
who are used to spending their leisure
hours playing hand-held computer games,
listening to music on MP3 players and
text-messaging their friends” says Ben van
der Pluijm, U-M professor of geological
sciences and professor of the environ-
ment. “You can also pose a question and
tell the students to talk to their neigh-
bours before they answer, so that you
encourage them to interact.” 
Student response also alerts the professor
to points the class doesn't understand. "It
gives you a sense of what registers and
what does not, and it allows you to
change gears while you're right there, in
class," he says, noting that both class par-
ticipation and attendance increase when
students use the interactive devices.
There's so much out there, that I am head-
ing to Scotland to study it. I want to thank
III-V readers for their tolerance of an 
oddity editor; apologise for all the subbing
errors and wish your niche industry a
quiet and happy growth. 
It seems to me that of all the industries I
have ever written for, the compound semi-
conductor niche, spurred into being by
defence & space industries, is definitely a
'stealth' model, compared to brash 
consumer 'silicon' and it is probably 
happiest when operating 'under the
radar.' I have been privileged to watch.
Thank you.
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